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FIVE days of dog shows begin Nov. 3
More Than 1500 Dogs Expected At Chilhowee Park
You could say Knoxville is going to the dogs in a big way. And not just any dogs, but more than 1500 beautiful and skilled dogs, in every shape and size vying for ribbons, trophies and bragging rights. Nov. 3 through 7 at Chilhowee Park, Tennessee Valley Kennel Club and the Oak Ridge Kennel Club along with Purina are presenting the Great Smoky Mountain Cluster of Dog Shows. Show hours are Wednesday 9 a.m. to midnight and Thursday – Sunday 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  The public is invited, but asked not to bring dogs that aren’t entered in the show.  The event is free with on-site parking available for $5 daily.  

The show cluster is five full days devoted to man’s best friend, starting with Collie Breed Specialty Shows (meaning only Collies are being shown) on Wednesday (Nov. 3), and followed by four days of All-Breed dog shows, and Obedience and Rally Trials from Thursday through Sunday.  

In addition to the shows and trials, the show cluster will feature Agility and Lure Coursing demonstrations. There will be a Canine First Aid Class sponsored by the American Red Cross. Or you can chip in to help a good cause at: Chuck-A-Duck to benefit “Take the Lead”, Bake-A-Wish bake sale to benefit the “Make-A-Wish Foundation”, and an Ice Cream Social to benefit the “Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Fund”.  On Saturday night, there will be a Country Fair with food, music, and games to benefit “East Tennessee Children’s Hospital” and the “AKC Humane Fund.” A complete list of events is available at http://tvkc.org/documents/Cluster/cluster.htm 

Not-to-be-missed competitions are for Best Puppy, Bred-By-Exhibitor, Best of Opposite Sex in Group, and Best in Show. 

The shopping is always good at the Great Smoky Mountain Cluster (just in time for Christmas) with a large number of specialty vendors on site for the best selection and prices for collars, leashes, dog beds, dog and people clothing, shampoos, treats, and everything canine.  

Purina is the official sponsor of the Great Smoky Mountain Cluster.  MB-F is the show superintendent, and the premium list is available at www.infodog.com.  

For more information contact:

Walter Sommerfelt, Cluster Coordinator, 865-986-1614, Loracvizsl@aol.com
Catherine Bell, TVKC Show Chair, 865-690-6667, cbell0189@aol.com
Donna Burchi, ORKC Show Chair, 423-337-9151, quindon@compfnet.com
Paula Smiddy, Vendor Chair, 865-932-2134, smiddy1234@bellsouth.net
Tennessee Valley Kennel Club was founded in 1934 to promote all purebred dog breeds by conducting competitive shows, events and public education under the rules of the American Kennel Club. The club encourages good sportsmanship at every event and advocates for canine health, canine good citizenship, responsible dog ownership, and ethical breeding practices. All TVKC activities are designed to provide purebred dogs and their owners with engaging, lasting and fun ways to celebrate the canine-human connection. More information is available at http://tvkc.org/
The Oak Ridge Kennel Club is an American Kennel Club Licensed Club that seeks to promote the sport of purebred dogs while providing service for its community and fellowship for all interested in our canine friends. In addition to monthly meetings and training classes for Conformation, Rally, Obedience, and Tracking, the club sponsors a spring AKC Licensed Conformation and Obedience Show and winter Tracking Trials. Throughout the year the club holds programs of service and interest to the entire community. More information is available at http://www.discoveret.org/orkc/
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